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Context
After 22 years, did we advance in post-disaster responses?

From Uring (Thelma)

November 1991

To Yolanda (Haiyan)

November 2013
нлмфΧ

How do we move 
forward in building 
back better in post-
disaster housing 
construction and 
reconstruction?

How can we improve 
current responses?

What are the points of 
action?



Critical elements of a 
building back better 
approach, as ESSC learnt 
and understood from 
past disasters
Sharing a broader understanding of flooding 
and landslides

Critical need for site assessments in site 
selection for housing and other structures

Incorporation of the socio-economic needs 
of communities in post-disaster recovery 
and reconstruction

Need for standards and to follow these 
standards in materials and construction

Greater accountability and transparency

Capacity-building in local governments and 
communities for more effective DRR 
planning

Integrating geohazards as a baseline in 
comprehensive land use planning



Building back better and safer homes in post-Haiyan Philippines: 
Accompanying Barangay Cagautin Salcedo, Eastern Samar
Efforts of ESSC to assist and 
contribute to relocation efforts, in 
partnership with Xavier Network, 
the Philippine Province of the 
Society of Jesus, and the local 
government of Salcedo, Eastern 
Samar

A two-year project that started 
December 2016 accompanies the 
Cagautcommunity in the 
administrative, technical, social 
and financial aspects of a housing 
development, adopting a 
participatory and multi-
stakeholder approach, and 
promoting the integration of site 
assessment, and developing 
options for livelihood in the 
relocation process.



Objective

Reduce vulnerability 
of the community 
and beneficiaries 
from rainfall-
induced hazards in 
the area, which are 
storm surges and 
flooding



How objective 
was achieved

1. Housing site 
selected is located 
away from the 
hazards and will 
not be susceptible 
to storm surges 
and flooding.



How objective 
was achieved
2. Housing technology 
used, the cement-
bamboo frame 
technology, in 
partnership with Base 
Bahay Foundation,  
ensured the structural 
integrity of the houses 
while using local bamboo 
as construction material 
and minimized the use of 
cement hollow blocks.


